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Imagine that going to the grocery store across town was no longer apart of your civil rights. You're no longer allowed to go to the park down the street. No longer allowed to see the friends that you have known since you were five years old. Restricted from seeing your family. Restricted from wearing your favorite A’s shirt to a game. Restricted from doing anything you ordinarily do. This is not an unusual story in the course of our history. During the Jim Crow era blacks that were freed from slavery were stripped of the rights that they gained when they were freed.  Gang Injunction are laws that restrict the rights of alleged gang members. Oakland's gang injunction enacted in 2010 reflects the racism and discrimination that was brought along with the Black Codes of the Jim Crow era.


During the Jim Crow era, after the slaves were freed, white supremacists did not want blacks to have freedom. Black Codes were legal amendments that restricted the liberties of the newly freed slaves. A part of the amendment stated that, ”...negro shall not pass the limits of said parish without special permit in writing from employer.” These former slaves that were liberated did not experience their freedom because of the racist laws that were legalized only to oppress  them.  The racism of the Black Codes is not just something that only occurred in history. Laws today still have a sense of oppression. “...it’s like taking away your civil rights; to travel,your rights to move freely, roam freely.” said by Ms.White and elderly woman who lives in North Oakland where the Gang Injunction has been put into place.The restrictions that came with being marked as a gang member in the police system reflects the laws that took away the liberation of freed slaves. These laws parallel each other by having ways to take away people's freedom by restricting the travel that they do in their daily lives.

Both systems take away rights that most american take for granted. In an interview of a young man from Oakland he explains what it’s like to be in the system as a gang member . “I was served some gang injunction papers. The papers say that they're giving curfews... saying that people could not be together, could not hang out together, and that you could not wear a certain type of clothing...” This further shows how  that gang  injunction  reflects the Black Codes that were imposed on blacks. The laws are similar in the way that law  enforcement were allowed to racially profile and discriminate citizens based on who they are with and how they are dressed. The law that was apart of the Black Codes stated, “No public meeting... of negros shall be allowed within said parish after sunset... [violators] shall be forced to work four days on public roads or suffer corporal punishment...” The Black Codes prevented three or more blacks from being together. Those apart of the gang injunction are subjected to curfews, and not be able to associate with other alleged gang members. This demonstrated how the two laws parallel each other.


Being an African-American during the Jim Crow era and an alleged gang member in the police system, you have no say in your sentence or any way of challenging the charges put against you. Guilty or not you will be sentenced to some sort of punishment and restrictions. “In general... judge deemed to be unemployed not owning property could be arrested and charged as a vagrant. It was easy to arrest blacks... blacks  lacked wealth and land owing to their previous conditions or servitude...”  Many of those who had just came out of being slaves were unable to find jobs let alone own any property that they can call home. This leads up to the former slaves being arrested without being able to appeal the charges. Jory Steele the managing attorney of the ACLU of Northern California stated that, “...gang injunctions punish people without  allowing them to challenge their punishment in court...” During the Jim Crow era blacks were not allowed to have a say in anything when they were charged with a crime. The gang injunction does the same thing. Law enforcement is able to  accuse people and not give them a fair trial to oppose the accusations. 


Oakland's Gang Injunction strongly resembles the Black Codes, infused with the same racism and discrimination used to oppress the freed slaves. The current laws restricting the rights of young alleged gang members is a reversion back to laws that were meant to oppress people and maintain  white supremacy.  Just as the Black Codes, the Gang Injunction limits safety by restricting rights. Both laws stigmatize certain racial groups demonstrating their racist roots. Will the gang injunction just cause a further erosion of trust and community in our city?
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